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For Immediate Release 
 

Daylight Savings Time: Change Your Clocks – Change Your Batteries! 

 

 It’s that time of year again! Daylight savings time begins on Sunday, March 11, 2012. The Burlington 

Fire Department would like to take this opportunity to remind all residents to change the batteries in all smoke 

and carbon monoxide detectors at the same time you set your clocks ahead one hour. In addition to servicing 

your smoke and carbon monoxide detectors this spring, don’t forget to conduct the same preventative 

maintenance in the fall when clocks are set back one hour. 

 

 In addition to changing your batteries, take a few moments to ensure that all smoke and carbon 

monoxide detectors in your residence are fully functional and are free of dust, cobwebs, and the occasional 

spider. Follow manufacturer’s recommended cleaning and maintenance practices for your specific detectors – 

simple maintenance usually involves a thorough vacuuming of your detectors. 

 

 Don’t forget to also check the dates of manufacture on each smoke and carbon monoxide detector in 

your home. The rule of thumb (also found in each detector manufacturer’s specification literature) is that smoke 

detectors should be changed every ten years and carbon monoxide detectors should be changed every five years. 

If you have combination smoke and carbon monoxide detectors in your home, these units should be changed 

every five years. Sensing elements in these units do have a life span, and tend to become less responsive as they 

become older. 

 

 For more information on smoke and carbon dioxide detector installation, use, and maintenance, please 

refer to the United States Fire Administration website at www.usfa.fema.gov,  the National Fire Protection 

Association at www.nfpa.org, or the Vermont Division of Fire Safety at www.firesafety.vermont.gov. 

 

 Also remember to keep all heating system vents and gas service meters clear of snow and ice, and please 

consider assisting your local fire department by making sure that all fire hydrants in your neighborhood are 

shoveled out in the event of a large snow storm – three feet around the hydrant in all directions with a path 

leading from the street to a hydrant at least two feet wide. 

 

END 
Date and Time of Release:  2/27/2012 @ 1230 

Incident:    Public Education 

Date and Time of Incident:  N/A 

Contact:    Assistant Fire Marshal Barry Simays 

Phone:    (802) 864-5577 

 

http://www.usfa.fema.gov/
http://www.nfpa.org/
http://www.firesafety.vermont.gov/

